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Letters of Transmittal 

The Honourable  
        Jeremy Cockrill 

Minister Responsible for 
Saskatchewan Distance 

Learning Centre 

Darren Gasper 
Chief Executive Officer 

Office of the Lieutenant Governor of Saskatchewan 

I respectfully submit the Annual Report for Saskatchewan Distance 
Learning Centre for the fiscal year ending August 31, 2023. 

This report highlights the work that went into establishing the new 
centralized online learning provider in the province ahead of the 2023-24 
school year. 

Jeremy Cockrill 
Minister Responsible for Saskatchewan Distance Learning Centre 

The Honourable Jeremy Cockrill 
Minister Responsible for Saskatchewan Distance Learning Corporation 

Dear Minister: 

I have the honour of submitting the Annual Report of Saskatchewan 
Distance Learning Centre for the fiscal year ending August 31, 2023. 

Darren Gasper 
Chief Executive Officer of Saskatchewan Distance Learning Centre 
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Overview 
Establishment 
Saskatchewan Distance Learning Centre (Sask DLC) is a Treasury Board Crown Corporation that was 
established in December 2022 with the mandate of providing high-quality Kindergarten to Grade 12 (K-12) 
online learning opportunities to students throughout Saskatchewan. Sask DLC’s centralized online learning 
format provides students and their parents greater choice and flexibility in their education, while ensuring a 
consistent, high-quality user experience. This fulfilled the Government’s commitment from the 2021 Throne 
Speech to create a new online learning policy to ensure students receive the best education if they study 
online.  

Saskatchewan Distance Learning Corporation is the organization’s legal name, and the school operates as 
Saskatchewan Distance Learning Centre. Sask DLC was established through the acquisition of Sun West 
School Division’s Distance Learning Centre, which provided a well-established online learning infrastructure 
that could be expanded around the province. Sask DLC builds upon the success of the 14 online learning 
schools that were previously operated by the province’s public school divisions. It brings together best 
practices in online learning as well as the course offerings that were previously available to students 
throughout the province. Sask DLC offers more than 180 Kindergarten to Grade 12 courses, with educational 
resources for students and teachers, including instructional videos and lesson plans.  

Facilities and Locations 
The main Sask DLC office is located in Kenaston, with a corporate office in Regina and nine regional campuses 
located in Estevan, La Ronge, Moose Jaw, Neilburg, Nipawin, Prince Albert, Saskatoon, Swift Current and 
Yorkton. The campus locations were chosen due to their previous experience in providing online education 
and their readiness to serve students in the 2023-24 school year. These locations also ensure that Sask DLC 
can maintain a local connection to each region of the province, having teachers located locally and providing 
the option for students to connect with teachers both online and in-person. 

Funding  
Similar to in-class learning, online learning through Sask DLC is free to Saskatchewan students under the age 
of 22. Sask DLC receives funding through a combination of tuition fees from local school divisions based on 
the number of courses students are enrolled in and a grant from the province. This funding approach ensures 
school divisions retain funding to be able to provide local support directly to students. Adult students also 
have access to courses through the payment of tuition.  

In June 2023, Sask DLC received $18 million to cover the start-up costs and operating expenses for the  
2023-24 academic year. This funding will be allocated to sustain fixed costs such as salaries, rent and IT 
expenditures. 

Courses and Methods of Instruction 
Within the new centralized learning model students and parents choose to study full-time online, or high 
school students can choose to take one or more courses to supplement their in-class learning in their local 
school. Full-time elementary and high school students can choose to study either at their own pace in an 
asynchronous course or they can choose to attend daily live broadcasts in a synchronous class. This offers 
students and families the choice to learn in the environment that works best for them, while being supported 
by their classroom teacher.  

High school students can choose from more than 120 courses, including 70+ unique elective options covering 
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a wide range of subject areas such as agriculture, business, creative arts, technology, trades and wellness. In 
addition, students can enroll in Dual Credit courses that provide both post-secondary and high school credits 
or take part in hands-on learning opportunities in courses such as automotive, agriculture technology and 
power engineering. This wide array of course options provide students access to classes they may not have in 
their local schools and allows them to study what interests them, while supporting their graduation plans. 
More information on Sask DLC course offerings are available online at www.saskdlc.ca. 

Sask DLC works collaboratively with school divisions to support students who choose to study online, 
including providing access to educational assistants, speech-language pathologists, and counsellors. School 
divisions also provide students access to activities such as Driver Education, graduation ceremonies and 
extra-curricular activities, including arts and sports. 

Quality Assurance 
Sask DLC adheres to the Ministry of Education’s Quality Assurance Framework which outlines the 
expectations for all online learning providers and local schools and school divisions. Sask DLC is committed to 
working collaboratively with all school divisions in the province in the best interest of student learning.  

Student Registrations 
Sask DLC is dedicated to equipping students with the resources and support they need to excel in online 
learning, making it a leading choice for distance education in the province.  

Student registrations for Sask DLC opened in April 2023. As of August 31, 2023, there are approximately 1,350 
full-time K-12 students enrolled with Sask DLC, as well as approximately 3,000 part-time students registered 
to take one or more courses. Enrolments are continuing to come in daily leading into the start of the first 
school year.  

Staffing 
To get ready to welcome students for the 2023-24 school year, Sask DLC has hired 222 staff as of August 31, 
2023. This includes approximately 180 teachers and support staff dedicated to supporting student learning. 
All Sask DLC teachers teach Saskatchewan’s curriculum, are registered with the Saskatchewan Teachers’ 
Regulatory Board and are members of the Saskatchewan Teachers’ Federation.  

Additionally, Sask DLC is in the process of hiring Online Learning Facilitators to be based in high schools 
throughout the province that have online students enrolled. These facilitators provide face-to-face assistance 
to help ensure students' success, while also functioning as a liaison between the local school and Sask DLC. 
They support students in staying organized and on track to meet their academic goals. 

Strategic Partnerships and Alliances 
Sask DLC has established strategic partnerships with various partners on multiple activities including 
requesting expert insights for course content design, offering dual credit courses, organizing boot 
camps/career spotlights, offering internships and helping with industry work placements. The dedication 
towards creating strategic partnerships and fostering collaboration resonates with the government's 
objective of promoting experiential learning and facilitating greater participation of employers in the 
education and training system of the province. Some examples of key partnerships include working with the 
North American Equipment Dealers Association and the Saskatchewan Automobile Dealer's Association to 
provide work placement opportunities for students enrolled in agricultural- and automotive-focused online 
courses through Sask DLC.  

Sask DLC is committed to continuing to expand learning opportunities and choice for students and families. 

http://www.saskdlc.ca/
https://publications.saskatchewan.ca/#/products/120344
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Financial Summary 
The Minister of Education established the Corporation on December 7, 2022, as a Treasury Board Crown, 
with transactions beginning to occur in March 2023. An $18 million operating grant was provided in June 
2023 to support start-up costs and operating for the 2023-24 school year. This will support ongoing fixed 
costs – salary, IT costs, rent. The majority of all Sask DLC staff were not hired until September 2023, and thus 
most expenses and other costs were not incurred until September 2023.  
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